
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
McDonald Park is very fortunate to have our amazing kitchen garden program led 

by Kristen Arbery. All students have access to our wonderful garden and kitchen 

spaces, with skills being taught progressively throughout their schooling. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Picking fresh food off the bush/tree tasted yummy and 

better than the shop” Jasper 
 

I tried new foods from the garden and was surprised that I 

liked cabbage/chow mien. I tried figs which I didn’t think I 

would like but I did.” Lukas 
 

“I like helping Kristen plant seedlings.” Alice 
 

“I found that when we mixed foods that I didn’t like 

together it was nice.” Luke 

“I tried onion and I really liked it.” Gabriella 

“I liked when Kristen gave us lemon brownies. I like trying 

new food.” Saxon 

“I like weeding because it helps Kristen.” Lara 

 

McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers. 
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Principal – Kirsty Hill 

Chairperson Governing Council – Talia Birks 

57 North Terrace, Mount Gambier  SA  5290  

Telephone 08 8724 9811   Fax 08 8725 0254   Email  dl.1021.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Website www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

WEEK 8 
 

Friday 12 September 

Assembly 9:10 am 

 

WEEK 9 
 

Monday 15 September 

Governing Council Meeting 

7:30pm 

 

Wednesday17 September 

Musical rehearsal in gym 
 

Thursday18 September 

Musical rehearsal in gym 
 

WEEK 10 
 

Monday 22 September 

Musical Performance at  
Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre 

 

Tuesday 23 September 

Musical Performance at  
Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre 

 

Friday 26 September 

Assembly 9:10 am 

Last day of term 3 

EARLY DISMISSAL 2:15pm 
 

http://www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Award Winners from Week 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R E S P E C T 
Presented to By For 
Layla B Mrs Wilson &  

Miss Day 

working hard to always be 

one of the first students to 

follow instructions and work 

independently. 

Owen G Mrs Wilson & 

Miss Day 

always striving to do his best 

in his learning and for his 

generous and kind 

approach to others. 

Lara F Miss Schulz &  

Mrs Deppeler 

always showing kindness 

towards her peers and 

being a respectful class 

member. 

T H R I V I N G 

Presented to By For 
Robbie P Mrs Pitkin & 

Mrs Harding 

settling into school routines 

and trying his best with 

handwriting lessons. 

Leo C-F Mrs Cooper & 

Mrs Deppeler 

displaying a more positive 

attitude towards his learning 

and attempting learning 

with an increased growth 

mindset. 

Hudson C Ms Huitema writing a brilliant narrative 

using onomatopoeia words. 

Evie A-C Ms Huitema writing an interesting 

narrative about a talking 

dog. 

C O L L A B O R A T I O N 

Presented to By For 
Joel M Ms Hutchinson & 

Mrs Deppeler 

working with peers during 

geography and math 

lessons. 

Ella G Mrs Cooper &  

Mrs Deppeler 

happily working with others 

and being a strong, patient 

and kind learning partner 

with them. 

Chase M Mrs Cooper & 

Mrs Deppeler 

working with his peers on a 

variety of maths fluency 

games and activities. 

P R O B L E M   S O L V I N G 
Presented to By For 
Ellie-Mae M Mrs Cooper & 

Mrs Deppeler 

showing curiosity and interest 

in her learning by solving 

problems and questioning 

processes. 

E N G A G E M E N T 

Presented to By For 
Samata G Mrs Spencer &  

Mrs Harding 

engaging well in all areas of 

learning and trying her best. 

Liam V Mrs Spencer &  

Mrs Harding 

improved confidence when 

participating in handwriting 

lessons. 

Lux J Mrs Pitkin & 

Mrs Harding 

being an enthusiastic 

participant in all areas of his 

learning. 

Raven T Miss Schulz & 

Mrs Deppeler 

being an engaged learner 

and always asking questions to 

extend her understanding. 

Abel F Ms Hutchinson & 

Mrs Deppeler 

strong engagement during 

PhOrMeS and S.C.O.R.E. 

lessons. 

Term 3, Week 8 – Friday 12 September 



2026 ENROLMENTS 
 

During term four we will begin the process of setting up classes for the following year. It is essential that 

we know as soon as possible of any changes in future enrolments. If you know of any new children who 

will be starting at McDonald Park School in 2026 or of families leaving McDonald Park School would you 

please contact us as soon as possible. The allocation of teachers and number of classes at each year 

level is dependent on accurate information, so we appreciate your support in notifying any changes to 

the front office. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR CLASS PLACEMENT 
 

• Class composition is based on expected numbers for each year level and where possible to provide 

flexibility to allow for the placement of new enrolments. 

• This school appreciates that sometimes, because of special circumstances, parents would like to have 

input into the class selection for their child. 

• Whether a student remains with a teacher for more than one year is at the discretion of the school. 

• Students need to be distributed evenly across classes within the school in accordance with Department 

for Education guidelines. 

• At the end of third term, a note will be placed in the newsletter advising parents that the process is 

about to begin and requesting that parents put information in writing regarding their child’s needs. All 

requests to be submitted by Friday, week one of term four. This information needs to be completed 

annually, requests will not be carried over for future years. 

• Requests must be child focussed and on the basis of a welfare issue - medical or social / emotional 

need. (Not a request for a specific teacher) 

• Recommendations from pre-school teachers will be taken into consideration when allocating reception 

students. 

• Late submissions will only be considered in exceptional circumstances. 

• Prior to class selection, students will be given the opportunity to list the names of five preferred learning 

partners, to be acknowledged by parents. 

• While all requests will be considered, allocation of students to classes will ultimately be at the discretion 

of staff. 

• The process takes six to seven weeks to complete and is completed as part of the staff meeting 

schedule. 

 

Next term we will begin organising classes for 2026. If 

parents have information which will help with their 

child’s placement, please put this information in a 

letter addressed to the principal, marked 

‘confidential’ by October 17, 2025, the end of week 

one of next term. We cannot promise that we will be 

able to meet every request. However, the 

information will be taken into consideration. 

 

 

 



SAPSASA BASKETBALL 
 

 

McDonald Park nominated 2 teams for the local 

competition. The girl's team won 4 out of their 6 games, 

playing well together as a team. The boys won all their 

games and went through to the final against Reidy 

Park. The boys won and are through to the next round 

against other winning schools in the region.  

All the best boys! 

A big thankyou goes to Kurt Russell for coaching the 

boys and to Sam Patterson for assisting with scoring. 

 
 

 

Zander M: SAPSASA Basketball was fun and I hope we 

can win in Adelaide. 

 

Judd C: First we played in the Mount Gambier 

tournament and won every game. Then we went to 

the next event in Naracoorte and again went through 

undefeated. Our toughest competition was Millicent 

North, with our score in this game being a 23 to 17 

victory. 

 

Dom A: Basketball SAPSASA was fun we had lots of 

good games we won all of them, so we went 

undefeated. There was one really tough team, which 

was Millicent. We didn’t play normal games in the first 

tournament we played 10-minute games and in the 

second tournament we played 20-minute games. 

 

 

Oliver E: Both rounds of Basketball SAPSASA so far have 

been fun. We have gone through undefeated and with 

solid wins. 

 

Caleb P:  Basketball SAPSASA was very fun and 

challenging, every single game we played was a 

challenge. The first tournament was at the Ice house, there 

was Pool A and Pool B we were in Pool B. The teams in our 

pool were Tenison Team 2, Mulga Street, Moorak Team 2, 

North Primary School Team 2 and Melaleuca (we didn’t 

play an actual game with Melaleuca because not 

enough players showed up for a whole team.) We won 

every game then it was the finals which we won too. Then 

the regional tournament we had to verse Tenison, 

Naracoorte, St Anthony’s, Bordertown and Millicent North. 

We won every game in regionals as well that brings us to 

Adelaide for our next competition. 

 

Benji R: On Friday week 6, I went to SAPSASA 

basketball.  My team was victorious in all its games and we 

then qualified for the regional finals.  At the regional finals 

our team won every game, including one close game 

against Millicent North, but we still beat them by six.  Now 

we are going to Adelaide to play there on October 17th. 

 

Charlotte G: On Friday week 6, I went to SAPSASA basketball. My team was not victorious but we got four wins out 

of six games and we did really well. My team thought we were going to make the finals but we didn’t. We did well 

either way and we were happy and had good sportsmanship. 

 
 

 

 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

O.S.H.C. @ McDONALD PARK – OCTOBER HOLIDAYS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


