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Important Dates
Friday 20 February 2026
• Open Boys Cricket

Wednesday 25 February 2026
• Year 7/8 Parliamentary Ed Program
• Lions Youth of the Year

Friday 27 February 2026
• Interhouse AthleƟ cs Carnival

Mon 2 March-Tue 3 March 2026
• Student Voice Leadership Conference

Wednesday 4 March 2026
• 10-12 SAPOL Road Safety

Monday 9 March 2026
• Adelaide Cup Holiday
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Principal’s Report
Steve Carli-Seebohm

“One year simply equals 365 opportuniƟ es”

Welcome back everyone to the start of the 2026 school year! I am 
genuinely excited and enthused by the posiƟ ve start all staff  and 
students have embraced as we begin another year in our Penola High School learning 
journey.

We welcome a wide range of experienced, talented and vibrant educators into the team. 
ScoƩ  McEachern joins us from Millicent High School to undertake Agriculture, Science 
and HASS, Aimee Lepley joins us from Grant High School to undertake Physical EducaƟ on,
Romana Quintel joins us from St MarƟ ns Lutheran College as our new Pedagogy 
and PracƟ ce leader, as well as teaching English and AIF; Kylie Hoff  also joins us 
from St MarƟ ns to teach HASS and Maths subjects; Jess Edwards comes to us from 
Naracoorte South Primary School to assist in the PE subjects; Gavin Kernot has 
returned to the region from Wudinna Area School to teach Café and Home Ec 
subjects, Olivia Jaeschke has returned form maternity leave back into the Home Ec 
space; and Tracey Dowdell and Rohan BaƩ ersby join our student support team.

As a site we are focusing on 3 main goals:

Family Engagement, Peer to Peer CollaboraƟ ve Frameworks, and Academic Rigour 
across all teaching and learning spaces. More about these goals will be shared in weeks 
to come, but we will be working hard to fi nd the key to success in all we undertake.

“The Math of success is brutal. Only the ones that are willing to potenƟ ally keep missing, 
but keep swinging will make it.”

Babe Ruth, one of the world’s most famous baseball players, stood at the home plate 
8,399 Ɵ mes in his career. And out of those Ɵ mes facing a pitcher, he managed to hit 
away 714 home runs. That means his success rate was 8.5%. The world-famous arƟ st 
Pablo Picasso painted over 150,000 pieces of art, yet only around 1,170 of them are 
considered masterpieces. That means his success rate was only 0.7%.

Building capacity in our students to keep pushing themselves with stamina and 
endurance in learning is going to be a key ingredient in having a successful academic 
year. Teachers will be focusing on genuinely knowing where students are beginning; 
where they are going; and the measures of achievement at the conclusion of a learning 
journey.

The educaƟ on team at Penola High School is acƟ vated and onboard making this the 
focus of teaching and learning in the classroom, of which you will all be invited to be an 
acƟ ve parƟ cipant and engaged along the way. And frankly, I cannot wait!

 Kind regards
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Let’s look at...7 HASS
Kylie Hoff 

It’s been a fantasƟ c start to the year in Year 7 and 8 HASS, 
with students jumping straight into developing their history 
skills and concepts through hands-on learning.
Our Year 7 students became archaeologists for a lesson, 
taking part in a fun “cookie excavaƟ on.” Carefully digging 
through cookies, they uncovered chocolate chip “arƟ facts,” 
learning the importance of paƟ ence, precision, and 
recording evidence just like real archaeologists do at dig 
sites.

Meanwhile, Year 8 students went on a historical “dig” of 
their own, unearthing gold coins marked with BC and AD 
dates. Their challenge was to arrange the coins from oldest 
to most recent, helping them build a clear understanding of 
Ɵ melines and chronology which are essenƟ al history skills.
Next week, both year levels will begin exciƟ ng new units 
of work: Year 7 will explore the wonders of Ancient Egypt, 
while Year 8 will dive into the world of the Vikings. With 
many more interacƟ ve acƟ viƟ es ahead, including some 
projects in Art, it’s shaping up to be an engaging and 
discovery-fi lled term in HASS.

Setting up for Success
Romana Quintel

AŌ er a hot start to the year, the Year 12s demonstrated 
their resilience and adaptability by pivoƟ ng from a planned 
camping retreat, to a day on-site geƫ  ng to know staff , 
subjects, and seƫ  ng senior year expectaƟ ons and goals. 
This was followed-up with a fantasƟ c day excursion to 
Robe, which was enjoyed by students and staff  alike. It was 
fantasƟ c to see Penola High School’s senior students lead 
by example, encouraging and supporƟ ng one another as 
they all tried their hand at stand-up paddle boarding. Even 
the most reluctant parƟ cipants got out there and quickly 
demonstrated that they had what it takes to try new skills 
and embrace new challenges. Big thanks to Lola, Jamie and 
Edie from SƟ llwater Paddle Boards for leading us in a great 
session. What a great way to start the school year
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Interhouse Swimming Carnival
Chloe Clayfi eld

The annual Interhouse Swimming Carnival was a 
tremendous success, with perfect weather seƫ  ng the 
scene for an exciƟ ng day in and around the pool. Clear 
skies and warm temperatures created ideal condiƟ ons for 
compeƟ tors and spectators alike, making it one of the most 
enjoyable carnivals in recent years.
As tradiƟ on dictates, the day began with the Open Boys 
Backstroke event, a race that has long been a highlight 
and a fi ƫ  ng way to launch the compeƟ Ɵ on. The event 
immediately set the tone for a day fi lled with energy, 
sportsmanship and impressive performances.
School spirit was on full display, with each house dressed to 
impress in their new house shirts and vibrant decoraƟ ons. 
The stands were a sea of colour, chants and cheers echoing 
across the pool. However, for the third consecuƟ ve year, 
Monaya claimed the Ɵ tle of Best Dressed House, standing 
out with their creaƟ vity, coordinaƟ on and enthusiasm.
In the pool, compeƟ Ɵ on was fi erce. The Junior Girls division 
proved parƟ cularly dominant, delivering high-quality 
performances and showing outstanding parƟ cipaƟ on 
across mulƟ ple events. Their determinaƟ on and teamwork 
played a signifi cant role in shaping the overall results of the 
day.
AŌ er a full schedule of compeƟ Ɵ ve races and spirited 
cheering, Yallungina emerged as the overall champions, 
proudly taking home the shield. Their consistent 
performances across all age groups secured a well-earned 
victory.
The carnival was not only a celebraƟ on of athleƟ c 
achievement but also of school pride, teamwork and 
community spirit. It was truly a great day for everyone 
involved, both in and out of the water.

  Female       Male
Junior
Winner: Charlie McCulloch      Alex Reeves
Runner Up: Bonnie Skeer       Caleb Braithwaite

Intermediate
Winner: Maggie Bell       Oscar Gartner
Runner Up: Bree Wooding       Harvey Virtanen

Senior
Winner: Tegan Lythgo       Tayte Virtanen
Runner Up: Nellie Lear       Bodhi Lear
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Let’s look at...Year 11 Construction
Cory O’Connor

Our Year 11 ConstrucƟ on students have started the year with 
hands-on learning, diving straight into the fundamentals of 
the building trade.
Students have already designed and constructed their own 
wall frame, applying their knowledge of the building code, 
safe work pracƟ ces, accurate measurement, and correct 
tool use. Seeing their frames stand upright has been a 
fantasƟ c achievement early in the term.
Throughout the remainder of the term, students will 
conƟ nue building on this foundaƟ on by learning how to 
run electrical cable (under supervision), hang Gyprock, 
fl ush plasterboard, paint, and Ɵ le. They will also focus on 
working effi  ciently as a team and maintaining industry-
standard safety pracƟ ces.
This pracƟ cal approach gives students a genuine insight into 
what each trade involves, helping them build confi dence 
and develop valuable, industry-ready skills for the future.

STUDENT FREE DAY
Penola High School would like to advise of the

following upcoming Student Free Day.

TUESDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2026

Student Voice
Stacey Marlow

PreparaƟ ons are well underway for the establishment of 
the 2026 Student Voice CommiƩ ee. This iniƟ aƟ ve marks 
another signifi cant step towards ensuring that student 
perspecƟ ves are valued and represented within our school 
and wider community.
Over the past few weeks, a number of students from 
each Homegroup have taken the opportunity to nominate 
themselves, or be nominated by peers, and deliver 
thoughƞ ul speeches that highlight their commitment to 
serve as Student Voice representaƟ ves. Each nominee has 
spoken passionately about their vision and the importance 
of student involvement in decision-making at Penola High 
School.
The process aligns closely with our school’s core values:
• Respect: Nominees have emphasised the importance 

of listening to all opinions and treaƟ ng each other with 
dignity. By advocaƟ ng for respecƞ ul dialogue, they aim 
to create a culture where every voice is valued.

• Connec  on: Candidates discussed their plans to foster 
greater links across the school and wider community, 
ensuring everyone feels a sense of belonging.

• Inclusivity: Many speeches centred on creaƟ ng 
opportuniƟ es for all students to parƟ cipate, regardless 
of background or ability. Nominees are commiƩ ed 
to promoƟ ng an environment where diversity is 
celebrated, and no one is leŌ  out.

• Resilience: The candidates demonstrated resilience 
themselves by stepping forward, sharing personal 
stories, and embracing the challenges associated with 
leadership. They aim to role model perseverance and a 
posiƟ ve mindset.

The establishment of the Student Voice CommiƩ ee for 2026 
promises to strengthen student engagement and empower 
our young leaders. We look forward to announcing the 
selected representaƟ ves soon and working together to 
uphold the values of Respect, ConnecƟ on, Inclusivity, and 
Resilience.
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Penola School Community Library
Heather Devlin

We are excited to share what is happening at our School 
Community Library. Whether you are a student, parent, 
educator, or neighbour, the library is here for you. A place 
to learn, explore, and connect.

New Books & Resources
Our shelves are growing. We have added new Ɵ tles for all 
ages, including
• Children’s picture books and early readers
• Popular middle-grade and teen novels
• Adult FicƟ on Books
• Nonfi cƟ on for curious minds and lifelong learners
If there’s a book or topic you’d love to see, let us know—
we’re always happy to take suggesƟ ons.

Learning Beyond the Classroom
The library off ers more than books! We provide access to:
• Research and reference materials
• Quiet study spaces
• EducaƟ onal resources
• Statewide Inclusive EducaƟ onal Resources
Students and community members alike are welcome to 
use these services during library hours.

A Space for Everyone
Our library is proud to be a shared space for the school 
and the community. We believe reading and learning bring 
people together, and we’re grateful for your conƟ nued 
support.

Thank you for being part of our library community. We look 
forward to seeing you soon.

Let’s look at...Year 9/10 Agriculture
Cory O’Connor

Our Year 9/10 Agriculture students have hit the ground 
running this year, designing and creaƟ ng an indigenous 
garden at the Agriculture block.
The garden will feature edible naƟ ve plants local to our area, 
allowing students to explore bush foods, sustainability, 
and tradiƟ onal land management pracƟ ces. Students have 
been researching suitable species, planning the layout, and 
preparing the soil ready for planƟ ng.
This hands-on project is building valuable skills in teamwork, 
design, and plant producƟ on, while celebraƟ ng the rich 
agricultural and cultural history of our region. We look 
forward to watching it grow.

Lions Youth of the Year

Year 11 and 12 English students are steadily preparing 
persuasive speeches for the Lions Youth of the Year Award 
which will be held Wednesday 25 February 2026. Students 
are designing a speech on a topic of interest or concern 
to them, with the intenƟ on of persuading the audience to 
their point of view. It is exciƟ ng to see topics which have 
a local fl avour, and it is wonderful to see how community 
minded our young people are. The brave students who 
will parƟ cipate in the fi nal event will be interviewed about 
their community involvement, and who they are as a young 
person. They will also parƟ cipate in some impromptu 
speeches to test their speaking skills further. 
We look forward to sharing the outcome of this event with 
our school community.
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Interschool Swimming Carnival
ScoƩ  McCulloch

The Interschool Swimming Carnival was held last Friday, 
with Millicent, Naracoorte and Penola High School coming 
together for a friendly but highly compeƟ Ɵ ve day of racing.
Penola had a number of successes throughout the day, 
parƟ cularly in the girls’ events. Tess Wooding, Charlie 
McCulloch, Bonnie Skeer, Ruby Gartner, Bree Wooding, 
Maggie Bell and Addie Wilson represented the school 
superbly, with all of them swimming in age groups above 
their own. Maggie Bell competed in the Open division 
all day despite being Under 16, a paƩ ern that conƟ nued 
throughout the squad as Bree stepped into Maggie’s place, 
and the younger girls stepped up into Bree’s age group. It 
was a phenomenal team eff ort and resulted in several fi rst-
place fi nishes.
The standout moment was Penola winning the Open 
Girls Freestyle Relay despite not having any Open-aged 
compeƟ tors. Even more impressive was the inclusion of 
a “sneaky” Year 7 swimmer in the team, highlighƟ ng the 
strength and depth of our younger girls.
Individual successes for the girls included:
• Bonnie Skeer – 1st place, U15 Freestyle
• Bree Wooding – 1st place, U16 Freestyle
• Charlie McCulloch – 1st place, U13 Breaststroke
• Bree Wooding – 1st place, U16 Backstroke
The boys were thin in numbers but made up for it with eff ort 
and versaƟ lity. Oscar Gartner, Bodhi Lear, Harvey Virtanen, 
Tayte Virtanen and Axel Reeves held down the fort, 
compeƟ ng in every event in their respecƟ ve age groups. 
Despite the small team, the boys recorded a number of 
impressive wins:
• Harvey Virtanen – 1st place, U15 Freestyle
• Oscar Gartner – 1st place, U16 Freestyle
• Oscar Gartner – 1st place, U16 Breaststroke
• Oscar Gartner – 1st place U16 Backstroke
• Bodhi Lear – 1st place, Open Breaststroke
CongratulaƟ ons to Oscar Gartner, who earnt himself the 
nickname Oscar “The Fishboy” Gartner, for his ‘hatrick’.

Several records were broken throughout the day:
• Charlie McCulloch – 30m Breaststroke record
• Oscar – Freestyle record (under 20 seconds)
• Oscar – Open Boys BuƩ erfl y record
The highlight of the day was Bree Wooding breaking the 
Under 16 Backstroke record by an incredible two seconds, 
despite sƟ ll being Under 15 — and with two more years leŌ  
to chase her own record.
Penola High School fi nished second overall on the day, 
narrowly behind Millicent. Every compeƟ tor played a 
crucial role in the result, and the teamwork and willingness 
to step up was outstanding.
A huge thank you to Chloe for organising the carnival, 
and to ScoƩ  McEachern for once again wearing jeans, a 
shirt and boots to a swimming event, providing plenty of 
entertainment on the pool deck.
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Silly Sock Day
Rachell Cheyne

The staff  at Penola High School all have an amazing job, but 
it can be a very serious business at Ɵ mes, educaƟ ng and 
supporƟ ng all of your young people.  We are in the game of 
seƫ  ng every single one of them up for success!
That said, it’s nice to do it with a bit of fun now and again and 
to put a smile on some faces the staff  had a ‘Silly Sock’day 
last Friday. There will be more themes as the term goes on 
to keep the good vibes going at the end of each week.

Let’s look at...Physical Education
Jess Edwards

Our middle and high school students have made a fantasƟ c 
start to the year in Physical EducaƟ on. Students began with 
teamwork and cooperaƟ ve games to build communicaƟ on, 
leadership, and posiƟ ve sportsmanship, creaƟ ng a strong 
foundaƟ on for the term ahead.
With the Interhouse AthleƟ cs Carnial coming up on 
Friday 27 February 2026, our focus has shiŌ ed to athleƟ c 
preparaƟ on. Students have been pracƟ sing a variety of 
track and fi eld events including shot put, long, triple and 
high jump, discus, javelin and sprints, while working toward 
personal goals they have set for themselves. Whether 
improving speed, refi ning technique, building endurance, 
or growing in confi dence, it has been fantasƟ c to see 
their determinaƟ on and commitment as they prepare to 
represent their houses and showcase their skills.
We encourage parents to come along and support the 
students, it promises to be a great day of compeƟ Ɵ on and 
school spirit.

Let’s look at...Year 7
Rikki Helps

In the Year 7 classroom, we have been exploring the idea of 
“Me vs We”. Students are learning to recognise when a task 
is a “just me” responsibility, such as compleƟ ng independent 
reading, pracƟ sing fl uency, or demonstraƟ ng their own 
understanding. And when it is a “we” responsibility, like 
collaboraƟ ng on a group invesƟ gaƟ on, parƟ cipaƟ ng in 
discussions, or contribuƟ ng to a shared class goal.
Through a number of challenges students are building their 
understanding of personal accountability and teamwork. 
This language helps us talk clearly about eff ort, responsibility, 
and how both independent pracƟ ce and collaboraƟ on are 
essenƟ al for strong learning.
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Middle School Camp
Rikki Helps

At the beginning of the year, our Year 7 and 8 students 
headed to Mylor Adventure Camp in the beauƟ ful Adelaide 
Hills for an unforgeƩ able camp experience. It was the perfect 
way to kick off  the school year — building relaƟ onships, 
strengthening teamwork, and stepping outside our comfort 
zones.
From the moment we arrived, the energy was high. Students 
jumped straight into a range of exciƟ ng acƟ viƟ es designed 
to challenge and inspire them.
One of the highlights was canoeing along the river. Students 
worked in pairs to paddle, steer, and (occasionally!) rescue 
one another. CommunicaƟ on and teamwork were essenƟ al 
— and there were plenty of laughs along the way.
The water-based fun didn’t stop there. Teams were 
challenged to design and build raŌ s sturdy enough to carry 
their group across the pool. CreaƟ vity, problem-solving, 
and perseverance were on full display as students tested 
their construcƟ ons.
In another teamwork challenge, students worked together 
to build bridges out to the middle of the river, enabling 
their enƟ re team to cross safely. It required planning, 
cooperaƟ on, and a willingness to listen to each other’s 
ideas.
The challenge course pushed students physically and 
mentally, while the giant swing encouraged bravery. It 
was inspiring to see students cheering one another on, 
celebraƟ ng every success, and supporƟ ng those who felt 
nervous.
Free Ɵ me was just as exciƟ ng, with many students loving 
games of Ga Ga Ball, which quickly became a camp favourite.
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