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BANKSIA PARK SCHOOL R-6 STUDENT BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT POLICY 

• We cannot make students learn or behave
• We can create environments to increase the likelihood students learn and behave
• Environments that increase the likelihood are guided by core curriculum and implemented with

consistency and fidelity.

Dr Tim Lewis 

The purpose of the behaviour support policy is to: 
• ensure effective, consistent and fair behaviour support for children and young people

across education, early childhood and care services in the department

• help children and young people to be safely included and participate in learning in a
positive way that respects other students and staff

• develop the personal and social capability of children and young people to
understand and exercise their rights and responsibilities so that they can fully contribute in
their learning environments, and to their wider community

Banksia Park School utilises the principles of the Zones of Regulation and the Department 
for Education Behaviour support policy and Behaviour support in schools including 
suspension and exclusion and Positive Behaviour for Learning Principles to support student 
behaviour and wellbeing. – Banksia Park School R-6 has been a Positive Behaviour for 
Learning (PBL) pilot school within the Department for the past 3 years.  

Our Expectations: 
Students at our school are guided by five key expectations: 

• Be Brave
• Be Kind
• Aim High
• Work Hard
• No Excuses

These expectations are taught explicitly through whole-school 
approaches (PBL Tier 1) and reinforced with targeted 
interventions for identified students (PBL Tier 2 and 3). Staff also 
utilise the Positive Behaviour for Learning Classroom Practices 
document to support student behaviour and engagement. 

https://zonesofregulation.com/
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/policies/shared/behaviour-support-policy.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/safety-and-wellbeing/behaviour-support/behaviour-support-in-schools-including-suspension-and-exclusion
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/safety-and-wellbeing/behaviour-support/behaviour-support-in-schools-including-suspension-and-exclusion
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/safety-and-wellbeing/behaviour-support/positive-behaviour-for-learning-framework-for-schools
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We believe that self-regulation is crucial for students as it helps them manage their 
emotions, behaviours, and thoughts in a way that enhances learning and personal 
development. It enables students to set goals, stay focused, and handle stress effectively, 
contributing to academic success and overall well-being.  

The Zones of Regulation support this by providing a framework that empowers learners to 
understand their feelings and explore tools and strategies to regulate their emotions. This 
approach helps students identify their emotional states and apply appropriate techniques 
to maintain balance, thereby fostering a supportive environment for growth and learning.  

Students use Zones of Regulation strategies proactively to manage their emotions and 
responses. Staff support students in identifying their zone and implementing strategies to 
help them be calm and ready to learn. 

The Zones of Regulation are used at a Tier 1 whole-school approach level and embedded 
in the Nest program for students at the Tier 2/3 intervention level. 
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Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) 

PBL is an evidence-based, multi-tiered framework for supporting students’ behavioural, 
academic, social, emotional, and mental health. 
When implemented with fidelity, the PBL whole-school approach creates positive, 
predictable, equitable, and safe learning environments that support everyone's success.  
 

The aim of PBL is to: 
To improve student engagement and reduce exclusionary responses in our schools, the 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) framework will be trialled in 40 schools. 
 

The school-wide Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) framework supports equity and 
improved learning and behaviour outcomes for students by using: 
 

• responsive systems 
• data 
• practices support. 

 

PBL focuses on teaching behavioural skills through explicit instruction. Through this 
approach, PBL is both preventative and responsive to the needs of children and young 
people. Some of the reported outcomes of PBL include increased teacher wellbeing, 
greater student engagement and attendance, improved inclusive practices and 
reductions in behaviour responses so that teaching and learning time is maximised. 
 

If a child doesn’t know how to read we teach. 

If a child doesn’t know how to spell we teach. 

If a child doesn’t know how to count we teach. 

If a child doesn’t know how to behave, we…………….. teach? ……….punish? 

WHY CAN’T WE FINISH THE LAST SENTENCE AS AUTOMATICALLY AS THE OTHERS? 

Tom Herner, 1998 

 
Positive behaviour is acknowledged through specific positive feedback to students by 
adults and our Star Jar Whole School Reward System. This feedback is linked to our 
Behaviour Expectation Matrix (see page 4). 
 
The behaviour expectations within the matrix were devised with the input of 
staff, students and parents and are explicitly taught to all students through 
planned lessons which are delivered by teaching staff at a Tier 1 level.  
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Behaviour Processes at Banksia Park School R-6 (refer to flowchart on page 6) 

Minor and Major Behaviours have been operationally defined (see pages 7&8) and 
communicated to staff, students and families via our website/ ClassDojo and EdSmart. 

When responding to minor behaviours teachers will employ a variety of strategies to 
support students including but not limited to tactical ignoring, proximity praise, take up 
time, prompts, pre-corrections, behaviour corrections, use of Zones/ Nest Tool/ Wheel of 
Calm, circuit breakers. Wherever possible the aim is to redirect students to the expected 
behaviour and provide specific positive feedback to reinforce behaviour expectations. 

Where behaviour is ongoing, and strategies have been utilised or the behaviour is 
deemed major then an Office Discipline Referral (example below) is completed by staff 
and sent to the office.  Office staff will employ a response they feel is suitable to the 
situation as outlined in the document below and in the behaviour process on page 6. 
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MINOR BEHAVIOURS OPERATIONALLY DEFINED 
 

 

Minor Behaviour Definition 
Answering back Student engages in brief, inappropriate, low intensity 

response 
Disrupting Learning Student engages in behaviours that disrupt learning and 

teaching, eg repeated calling out, repetitive noises, talking 
during instruction etc 

Inappropriate or 
unsafe behaviour 

Student engages in low intensity unsafe behaviour / misuse of 
property that may cause harm to self or others 

Lateness Student arrives late to class after yard play 

Minor property 
misuse 

Student engaged in low intensity misuse of property 

Not active listening 
or whole body 
listening 

Student is not sitting appropriately on the mat/at desk and is 
failing to actively listen to the person speaking 

Non Compliance with 
reasonable 
instructions  

Student engages in brief or low intensity failure to respond to 
adult requests – take up time is required 

Not wearing a hat Student does comply with the expectation to wear a hat at 
break times 

Out of Bounds Student is out of assigned area in the classroom or playground 
without permission 

Technology misuse Student engages in non-serious but inappropriate (as defined 
by school) use of computers, i-Pad, mobile phone, camera, 
smart watch etc 

Work refusal Refusal to actively participate in all aspects of school, 
opportunities have been provided to support access 

Minor behaviour incidents defined: Discipline incidents that can be handled by the classroom teacher 
and usually do not warrant a referral to the office/management by someone outside of the classroom.  
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MAJOR BEHAVIOURS OPERATIONALLY DEFINED 
 

Major Behaviour Definition 

Bullying Repeated teasing, physical and verbal intimidation of student and 
staff 

Defiance/refusal Continued refusal to follow instructions, talking back and/or socially 
rude interactions 

Dishonesty Student is intentionally deceptive or misleading staff and students 
through lies, the omission of all parts of the truth or twisting of the 
truth 

Intimidation Threatening or tormenting others. Vicious teasing, using influence to 
control others. Relentless name calling, gestures, or verbal 
comments regarding race, religion, gender, ethnicity or disability. 

Leaving classroom 
without 
permission 

Student knowingly exits the classroom environment without 
permission from the teacher 

Leaving school 
grounds 

Student knowingly is in an area that is outside of school boundaries 
as defined by the school. 

Physical contact student engages in actions involving serious physical contact where 
injury may occur (e.g., kicking, spitting, punching, hitting with an 
object, scratching hair pulling etc) 

Property 
misuse/damage 

Student deliberately impairs the usefulness of property. Students 
participate in an activity that results in substantial destruction or 
disfigurement of property. 

Repeated minors Student has received 3-5 minor behaviour corrections in one week 
for similar behaviour eg disrupting learning 

Serious breach of 
acceptable use 
agreement 

Student engages in inappropriate (as defined by the school) use of 
computers, i-Pads, mobile phones, camera, smart watches and other 
forms of technology as defined by our user agreement. 

Stealing Student takes another person’s property without permission or legal 
right and without intending to return it 

Substance misuse Students have on school grounds substances such as alcohol, vapes, 
prescription medication, drugs, and cigarettes 

Verbal abuse Repeated verbal messages that include swearing, name calling or 
use of words in an inappropriate way (verbal comments regarding 
race, religion, gender, ethnicity, disability or sexualised language and 
gestures) particularly directed at an adult or student. 

Major behaviour incidents defined: need more adults than the classroom teacher, unsafe, admin asked to help, took 
longer than 2 minutes to resolve. 
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Tier 1 
• Universal for social emotional behavioural skills 
• School-wide assessment  
• School-wide prevention systems 

Tier 1 Interventions 
• Defining expected behaviour (major and minor) 
• Teaching expected behaviour (PBL slides in Teams) 
• Encouraging expected behaviour (Specific Positive 

Feedback) 
• Responding to behaviour  
• Effective classroom practices (reteaching and revisiting 

lessons – PBL is not a one and done) 

Tier 2 
Manualised group interventions provides explicit instruction, 
feedback, structure, reinforcing of tier 1 universals 

Use function-based thinking to select intervention – data driven 

Tier 2 Interventions 
• Check in/ check out (CICO) 
• Check and connect – Zones Lessons etc, regular scheduled 

NEST visits 
• Social academic skills instruction groups (Mondays with Matt 

in The NEST / NEST lessons with Sarah/ Laura) 

 

Tier 3 (Leadership, PBL Teacher and Class Teacher) 
• Intensive individualised team development: 

complex function-based problem solving 
person-centered planning  

Tier 3 Interventions 

• Functional Behaviour Assessment  

Multi-tiered framework of support - PBL 



10 

 
 

 

 

Zones of Regulation 

 

Behaviour support policy 

 
 

Positive Behaviour for Learning  
(PBL) pilot school 

 

 

Behaviour support in schools 
including suspension and 
exclusion 

• Take-home fact sheet for parents and carers (PDF 79 
KB) 

• Suspension fact sheet for parents and carers (PDF 86 
KB) 

• Exclusion fact sheet for parents and carers (PDF 94 KB) 

• Expulsion fact sheet for parents and carers (PDF 94 KB) 

• Additional resource: brochure about suspension and 
exclusion (PDF 76 KB) 

Documents that inform this policy 

https://zonesofregulation.com/
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/policies/shared/behaviour-support-policy.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/safety-and-wellbeing/behaviour-support/positive-behaviour-for-learning-framework-for-schools
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/safety-and-wellbeing/behaviour-support/behaviour-support-in-schools-including-suspension-and-exclusion
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/safety-and-wellbeing/behaviour-support/behaviour-support-in-schools-including-suspension-and-exclusion
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/safety-and-wellbeing/behaviour-support/behaviour-support-in-schools-including-suspension-and-exclusion
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/support-and-inclusion/engagement-and-wellbeing/suspension-exclusion/take-home-fact-sheet-SEE-procedure.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/support-and-inclusion/engagement-and-wellbeing/suspension-exclusion/take-home-fact-sheet-SEE-procedure.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/support-and-inclusion/engagement-and-wellbeing/suspension-exclusion/suspension-fact-sheet-SEE-procedure.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/support-and-inclusion/engagement-and-wellbeing/suspension-exclusion/suspension-fact-sheet-SEE-procedure.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/support-and-inclusion/engagement-and-wellbeing/suspension-exclusion/exclusion-fact-sheet-SEE-procedure.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/support-and-inclusion/engagement-and-wellbeing/suspension-exclusion/expulsion-fact-sheet-SEE-procedure.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/support-and-inclusion/engagement-and-wellbeing/suspension-exclusion/suspension-and-exclusion-information-english.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/support-and-inclusion/engagement-and-wellbeing/suspension-exclusion/suspension-and-exclusion-information-english.pdf
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