
  
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
ISSUE 01 TERM 1, WEEK 2 3rd FEBRUARY, 2026 

216-220 Adams Road, Craigmore SA 5114 

Phone| 08 8284 3065 Email| dl.1879.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Fax| 08 8284 3061   Website| playfordps.sa.edu.au 

DIARY DATES 
 

Tuesday 17th Feb 

Acquaintance Night 
 

Monday 23rd Feb 

Governing Council 

AGM 7.00pm 
 

Monday 23rd Feb  

to Friday 27th Feb 

R-5 Swimming 
 

Monday 3rd March   

to Friday 7th March 

Hakea & Banksia 

Swimming 
 

  Monday 9th March 

Public Holiday 
 

Wednesday 11th 

March to Friday 20th 

March 

NAPLAN 
 

Friday 20th March 

Harmony Day 
 

Monday 30th March 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
 

Friday 3rd April & 

Monday 4th April 

Easter Public 

Holidays 
 

Friday 10th April 

Last Day for Term 1 

School Finishes 

2:05pm 
 

_______________________________________________ 

Text your child’s 

absence to: 

0428 469 118  
Full Name/Class/Reason 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families,  

 

A warm welcome to the 2026 school year (no 

pun intended given the current heat wave we 

have been experiencing!) 

We trust that all families received the ‘welcome 

back letter’ via Edsmart prior to school starting 

as well as a newsletter from your child’s teacher(s). If you did not receive either, please 

contact the relevant person (admin or class teacher) as these newsletters contained a 

lot of important information for a successful start to 2026. 

 

We ‘officially launched’ the Playford Primary School OSHC last 

week in Dianella which has been warmly received by families. 

Unfortunately, some stage after Christmas and when the school 

was closed, the Pura tap in Dianella burst and for an unknown 

period of time, water flooded the building. Between Naomi (OSHC 

director) and myself, we worked hard over the summer break to 

seek the appropriate approvals, physically removing wet floor tiles 

and getting the building operational as per the Education Standard Board standards so 

families were not impacted by this. Carpet tiles were re-laid early this week and now 

apart from a few little ‘repairs’ the OSHC is fully operational and no longer ‘impacted’. 

For more information or bookings, email PlayfordPS.OSHC277@schools.sa.edu.au or call 

0428 539 202 
 

It’s been a busy start to the year, but also an extremely positive one. Class teachers have 

spent the first two weeks building relationships, focusing on our school values, and 

learning assets as part of our launching into learning. Staff have spent a considerable 

amount of time developing the 2026 Site Learning Plan (SLP).  
 

You would have noticed our school values around the school and in the classrooms and 

what they look like across Playford Primary School in different areas of the school. We 

are trying to clearly establish the expectations of our values across the school – to and 

from students, staff and parents / members of the community. The expectation is that 

we all have a responsibility to uphold these school values once we step into Playford 

Primary School. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Playford 

Primary 

School 

OSHC 

mailto:PlayfordPS.OSHC277@schools.sa.edu.au
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Advancing Inclusion in Schools in the North (AISIN) 

Advancing Inclusion in Schools in the North is a Department for Education project working with a small 

number of schools in the northern suburbs in 2026. 

The project seeks to understand how inclusion is experienced in schools by students, their families/carers 

and staff, and what supports children and young people need to feel welcome, supported and able to learn 

well. The project team’s goal is to listen to the school community, staff and leadership to understand how 

existing supports and resources are being used, and how they can be strengthened in ways that reflect the 

school community’s vision and priorities. 

While the work considers the whole school community, it pays particular attention to the experiences of 

students who may face additional barriers to participation, belonging and learning. 

Our school has chosen to take part. More information about what will happen in Term 1, including how 

families and students can be involved, will be shared in the next newsletter. 
 

Companion Dog 

You may have seen a post on the school Facebook page introducing Ripley, the 

Playford Primary School companion dog. After seeking Governing approval last 

year and then seeking community input, I kept a female Golden Retriever pup 

from a recent litter at home, as a companion dog for school. Ripley is currently 

awaiting her third vaccination before she can be introduced and come to school. 

She has taken to liking water, whether it being swimming in the dam, at the 

beach or even in the fish pond!!! It seems cardboard boxes are her favourite toy 

at the moment. Initially, she might only come to school a few times a week. I 

have purchased a bed for her and a ‘child gate’ for the office so that she can have 

her down time as required. The plan is that once vaccinated, Ripley will attended puppy school and once she 

graduates from that, we will employ a ‘dog trainer’ to come to site, with the plan being to train Ripley, but 

also work with small cohorts of students who will learn valuable skills in how to train a dog. We have 

received numerous offers from people willing to ‘look after Ripley’ which we are more than appreciative of, 

however in an effort to keep her routine consistent in her training, she will continue to come home with me. 

I am sure that you will be made well aware of when she has finally made it to school via your children, as she 

will be taken to classes and introduced.  
 

Student Numbers 

Across the board, we welcomed 45 new students to our school, 25 of these being 

brand new reception students, who have started their primary school with us for 

the very first time. We also welcomed 6 students across our three JP Special 

Classes in Banksia, Disability Unit or Primary Special Class in H02. Our current 

enrolments are 336 across 12 mainstream classes and 5 special options classes 
 

Acquaintance Night 

In week 4 (on Tuesday night – 17th February) we are opening the school for our Annual 

Acquaintance night. This is a good opportunity to wander the school, meet the teachers, 

see what is happening in the classes and grab a free Sausage Sizzle provided by Leadership. 

So, between 5pm and 6pm, feel free to pop down to the school and introduce yourself to 

your child’s teachers for 2026. Drinks will be available for purchase for $2.50 each. Our 

Kitchen Garden and our Resource Centre will also be open so parents can have a look at our 

facilities. Our specialist classrooms will also be open, so yet another great opportunity to 

meet the teachers who provide Science, Arts, Auslan and PE. We hope to see you there! 
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NAPLAN 

In week 7 this term, students in Years 3 and 5 will participate in NAPLAN assessments. See attached article in 

the newsletter. 

 

STEM / Kitchen Garden 

STEM lessons will continue this year on a rotational basis across all classes (starting in 

Week 3). Following the same pattern as the Kitchen Garden, class teachers and their 

students will be rostered on for set weeks. Mr Luke Hartley, in conjunction with the 

class teachers will plan fun and exciting lessons in Digital Technologies, to educate and 

upskill our students in a wide range of technologies. Robotics, Virtual Reality, 360 

cameras and Drones will continue to be explored to name a few as well as some new 

technologies that we received over the summer break. Kitchen Garden will commence 

in Term 2. If you would like to volunteer in either the Kitchen or the Garden, we would 

love to hear from you. Contact administration if you would like to be involved. 

 

Playgroup 

Similar to last year, Adams Road and Playford Primary have teamed up to 

run a shared playgroup. We are just in the process of finalising details, but it 

will operate on a Friday at either Adams Road or Playford Primary School. 

Stay tuned for more information. 

 

 

Parking and school road rules 

We take this opportunity to remind families about the ‘kiss and drop zones’ at the front of the 

school. The aim is to use these parks, whilst children disembark and then move off. The drivers 

must stay within two metres of the vehicle. We often see people park in these spaces (during 

peak times) and leave the vehicle to drop students to class (to Playford, Catherine McAuley or 

Adams Road Kindy). Not only is this against the road rules, but it also creates significant issues 

in the flow of traffic and creates considerable congestion. We have requested a stronger Police 

and City of Playford Council presence, to help set the correct tone for the year, so that Adams Road flows 

smoothy at the start and finish of the school day. Please note, any concerns / complaints with traffic road 

users, need to be directed to the City of Playford Council or SAPOL (depending on the issue) and not the 

school, as unfortunately what happens on the road is out of our control. 

 

For any of our new families to Playford, if you require any additional information, please don’t hesitate to ask, 

as we are fully aware that in the fast pace of school life, something may have been accidently missed. 

 

Jason, Matt, Christine, Rosie and Amber. 

Leadership Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Empowering one another to thrive in learning and life 
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GETTING TO KNOW US 

 

Our Leadership 
Team 

What was your 
favourite toy as 

a child? 

What was 
your favourite 
holiday as a 

child? 

Do you have a 
pet? If so, what 

is it? 

What is 
your 

favourite 
colour>? 

Did you do any 
sport/activities 

when you 
were young? 

 
 
 
 
 

Jason Sheehy 
 

Motorbikes… 
until I crashed 
and detached 
my knee cap, 

then they were 
no longer my 

favourite 

Our family 
always went 
camping up 
the river at 
Waikerie. 

I have many 
pets… most 

unusual 
maybe… camels 
that I bottle fed 

as babies 

Navy Blue 
I was an avid 

golfer as a kid. 

 
 
 
 
 

Matt Tinsley 

Star Wars toys 
 

Gold Coast 
 

Toy poodle and 
a turtle 

 
Blue 

Football, 
cricket and 

tennis. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Christine Isemonger 

My Bike Port Elliott 
Molly my toy 
poodle (she's 

real) 
Blue 

 I was very 
good at 

badminton 
and played for 

the school. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosie Connelly 

My Beanie kid 
toys. 

 

Going to the 
Gold Coast 
and visiting 

the different 
theme parks! 

 

I have no pets. 
Pink. 

 

I played 
netball for 14 

years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Amber Kennedy 

I had a merry-
go round which 

my dad built 
from a 

motorbike 
engine and 

some leftover 
steel. 

We didn’t take 
holidays as kids, 
too many of us 
to get around 

 

I don’t have pets 
I’m always 

travelling so not 
much time to 
take care of 

them. 
 

Green 
 

When I was 
young, I played 

netball and I 
still do. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ripley 

Destroying 
cardboard 

Boxes 

Down the 
bottom of the 

Yorke Peninsula 

A human, Mr 
Sheehy. 

Any colour 
I can chew! 

Stealing shoes 
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RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS 

Welcome back to school for 2026. Our library is a 

beautiful shared campus facility filled with stories and 

wonder. We have books that cater to all year levels, 

interests and reading abilities. The library is the hub of 

our Campus and all students from both schools visit 

with their teacher for a dedicated browse, borrow and 

reading time.  

We suggest that your child spends at least 10 minutes every day reading 

and that you read or talk with your child about the books they choose. 

Non-fiction (information) books are ideal for readers who prefer to dip in 

and out of a book, to learn about a particular topic, or discover how 

things work in our world. They encompass myths, legends and fairy tales 

as well as Australian and classic literature and biographies. As adults, 

some of our most common non-fiction reading includes newspapers, 

magazines, recipes and manuals. Our Campus Resource Centre has an 

extensive range of fiction books from picture books to novels, as well as 

many popular series. We encourage all our students to choose a variety 

of books for library borrowing. Please feel free to visit our Resource Centre before or after school to see what your 

children are interested in reading.  

We would also like to give a warm welcome to Karen Cranage who will be working in the 

Library on Wednesday. 

Thankyou, 

June Holland 

 

DEFENCE FAMILY NEWS 

My name is Jacqui Langstreth, I am the Defence School 

Mentor here at Playford Primary School. I am employed by 

our school to support and encourage the smooth transition 

of defence families posting into and out of our school 

environments. My aim is to assist students and their parents 

to quickly become part of our Playford community.  

In addition to this, I also offer support to the families of 

defence members who may be absent from home due to a deployment, exercise or training course. I act as a link 

between defence families and the defence community resources that are available to them.  

My office is located in our school library, and I am in the DSM role every Tuesday and Thursday. You can contact me 

on 8284 3065 or email: jacqui.langstreth279@schools.sa.edu.au  

If you are a new defence family to our school and have not received a welcome email from me, please let me know. 

Thank-you, Jacqui  

mailto:jacqui.langstreth279@schools.sa.edu.au


 
 

6 | 14 

 

PLAYFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER ISSUE 01 

AUTISM INCLUSION SPECIALIST 

My name is Rosie Connelly and this year I am continuing my role as the Autism Inclusion 
Teacher (AIT) at Playford Primary School. Autism Inclusion Teachers aim to build educator 
understanding and knowledge around supporting autistic children and young people. 
Throughout my role I will be sharing evidence-based resources and information that will 
demonstrate inclusive approaches that are strengths-based, culturally responsive and 
within partnership with parents and caregivers. 

 

Specifically in my role I will be: 
 

• Engaging in evidence-based training and professional learning to build deep professional knowledge and 
understanding of autism-inclusive practice. 

• Facilitating targeted professional development to strengthen autism knowledge and provide practical, 
classroom-ready strategies for educators. 

• Collaborating regularly with Autism Inclusion Teachers across partnership schools to share expertise, align 
practices, and strengthen inclusive approaches. 

• Promoting effective models of family engagement by sharing transition supports and home-based strategies 
that can be applied in school contexts. 

• Working alongside classroom teachers and Student Support Officers (SSOs) through coaching and classroom 
observations to implement strengths-based practices and reasonable adjustments. This includes supporting 
classroom accommodations that promote students’ sensory preferences and regulation, enabling autistic 
students to access learning and achieve their best. 

Please keep an eye out in each newsletter for the sharing of evidence-based strategies and let me know if 
you have any questions. This year I will be working in my AIT role every Thursday, in addition to being the 
Student Wellbeing Coordinator. You can contact me through email at rosie.connelly131@schools.sa.edu.au 

ATTENDANCE SUPPORT OFFICER 

Welcome back to the new school year, 

Just a few reminders, if your child is going to be away from school, please either call the 

office or reply to the SMS with a reason for your child’s absence.  When you call the school, 

please listen to the options so your call is connected to the appropriate area. 

State your child’s full name and class in the text.  

Student absences can be sent as an SMS to: 0428 469 118 or telephone 8284 3065.   

Don’t forget to let the Front Office know if you change any of your contact phone numbers or email addresses. It 

is important we have up to date contact details in the case of an emergency.   
 

 If your child is going to be away for 3 or more days, please come into the office and fill out an exemption form.  
 

It is really important that your child is at school and arrives on time every day, to prevent them from falling 
behind in their learning or in being able to make social connections with their peers. Missed days and time, add 
up over a term or year and make a big impact on your child and their learning. 

Let’s start the year with good routines and smiling faces! 😊 

If you have any questions or are facing any barriers regarding attendance, please feel free to contact me. 

Sarah Miles 

mailto:rosie.connelly131@schools.sa.edu.au
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STUDENT SERVICES NEWS 

ASTHMA CARE PLANS 

If your child suffers with Asthma, can you please provide Student Services with a current 

Asthma Care Plan and Current medication (with a pharmacy label) and a spacer.  If the student 

is in Junior Primary year levels, the medication can be kept in Student Services in a locked 

cupboard and the student will be assisted with the medication process if necessary.  If you 

believe your child is capable of administering their own medication, you will still need to 

provide aa Asthma Care plan but you will also need to come into Student Services to sign a 

Self- administration form. Swimming lessons are coming up very soon, if you tick Asthma on 

the medical note for the pool, you will need all of the above to be provided to the school as 

soon as possible. 
 

MEDICATION AGREEMENTS 

Please contact student services if your child requires medication at school, i.e. EPI-PEN, Ritalin etc. Your child will need 

a current Medication Agreement signed by a doctor and Pharmacy labelled medication with a long expiry to last the 

year (where possible). 
 

AFTER SCHOOL MESSAGES 

A reminder that ‘after school messages’ can only be telephoned to the school on a minimal basis. It is important for 

parents to discuss the after school pick up arrangements with their child/ren before school so that a regular routine 

can be established. Ideally, it would be best to have a similar routine each afternoon, with a backup plan also being 

established and discussed. Due to the number of last minute messages we receive from parents, we cannot always 

ensure that they will be received before the bell. 

It is also sometimes hard to quickly locate exactly where some classes are at the end of the day. Please also remember 

that school finishes at 3.05pm. Any students remaining at school after yard duty finishes at 3.20pm may be sent to our 

OSHC service where families will be charged. Your cooperation with regard to this important part of the day would be 

appreciated. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please remember to label all your child’s school uniform so items can be returned when lost. Lost property is found in 

the entrance to Student Services. 
 

DONATIONS 

We are looking for donations of new packets of underwear for boys and girls (sizes 4-6). We also have had quite a 

number of jackets donated that we don’t have the space for. If you are looking for a jacket for your child, please check 

the table near the notice board and take what you need. 
 

COLLECTING STUDENTS EARLY 

A reminder to parents/carers and family members that when collecting students early you are required to sign the 

student out at the Front Office and hand the sign out slip to the teacher in class, or Student Services when your child 

is sick.  We are not able to have students wait in the Office or Student Services. We also try to eliminate phone calls to 

classrooms as this interrupts the learning program. Office staff will direct parents/carers to the relevant class or area 

to collect students if they are unfamiliar with the school. 

We ask that everyone follows this procedure and not telephone the Front Office or Student Services requesting 

students wait in these areas.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
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CANTEEN NEWS 

Our Canteen service is run by Rory’s School 

Lunches. Please ensure you are using the new 2026 

Menu for Playford Primary School available on their 

website at: https://rorys.com.au/menus/playford-

primary/ and ensure you update your child’s class 

for this year.  

Orders online need to be placed by 8.30am on the 

day you require them. For further information visit 

www.rorys.com.au or call their support line on  

0413 575 800. 

 

 

 

 

MID-YEAR ENROLMENTS - OPEN NOW 

Do you have a child turning 5 between 01/05/2026 
and 31/10/2026? 

Then we would like to hear from you! 

To assist us with planning and forward projection, we 
welcome any mid-year reception enrolments for 2026. 
Initially, we will only take confirmed enrolments in the 

immediate Craigmore area, however we have also 
developed an expression of interest form for families of 
Reception students, to register their interest for a place 

at Playford Primary. 

 FINANCE  

SCHOOL TIMES  

We wish to remind all families of the daily structure 

for 2026 

School gates (both front and back) are open at 

8:30am 

 

8.50 am - First bell / Classes open 

8:55 am - School day begins 

11:30 am - LUNCH EATING 

11:40 am - LUNCH PLAY 

12:05 pm - Lessons Resume 

1:45 pm - RECESS 

2:10 pm - End of Recess Break 

3:05 pm - Dismissal 

 

School gates (both front and back) are closed at 

3:20pm. Students who have not been picked up will 

be brought to the front office and or taken to OSHC 

 

https://rorys.com.au/menus/playford-primary/
https://rorys.com.au/menus/playford-primary/
http://www.rorys.com.au/
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GOVERNING COUNCIL AGM – MONDAY 23rd FEB, 7.00pm 

Vacancies exist for 2026 — 2027. If you would like to know more about how the 

school operates and have input into the directions and decisions we make for the 

school, then please consider becoming a member of the council.  

As a member you attend two evening meetings a term that go for approximately          

1 hour. Please complete the nomination form included in this newsletter if you wish to 

nominate.  If you would like to find out more about the role of the council, please 

contact the school and we can give you the name of a council member to speak to.  

GOVERNING COUNCIL SUB COMMITTEES 

You do not have to be on Governing Council to participate in these committees. If 

interested please complete the slip attached and return to the Front Office or reply via 

email: dl.1879.info@schools.sa.edu.au   Contact the Front Office if you require any 

further information. 

Canteen: 

 Committee consists of parents, canteen manager, council representatives and 

student representatives from each school along with Campus leadership members. 

 Committee meets once per term to discuss and look at the Canteen operation, make 

decisions about food and beverage suggestions and new initiatives. 

 Meetings are normally held during the day at 2.15pm on a day that suits members. 

Finance: 

 Committee consists of Principal, staff rep, Governing Council Treasurer, School 

Finance Officer and interested parents. 

 Committee meets twice per term to review the school budget. The meeting times 

are determined by the residing committee. 

 Oversees financial decisions and the development of the annual school budget and 

provides support, making suggestions to the Principal and Finance Officer on budget 

issues. 

Fundraising: 

 Assist the school to raise funds for resources and curriculum materials. 

 Coordinate a fundraising activity for each term. 

 The committee meets on a needs basis at times that suit members. 

Campus OSHC / Vacation Care: 

 Our site has members who represent the Governing Council on this committee that 

meets twice a term during the evening.  

 OSHC Committee consists of OSHC director, leadership members from both sites, 

Governing Council representative and interested parents. 

 The aim of this group is to oversee the management of the service as well as discuss 

and raise issues from Governing Council and the wider community. It also makes 

decisions about new initiatives and makes recommendations to the Catherine 

McAuley School Board which manages the service. 
 

Please consider becoming involved in one of these committees as they play an 

important role in providing resources and facilities, enabling the students and staff to 

achieve success in a positive learning environment at Playford Primary. 
 

PLAYFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

GOVERNING COUNCIL 
NOMINATION FOR ELECTION FORM 

 

I  ....................................................................... 
(full name) 

 
of ...................................................................... 

(address) 
 

Nominate 

 

 ........................................................................ 
(full name) 

 
of ...................................................................... 

(address) 

 

to be elected as a Governing Council member. 

_____________________________________ 

 

I  .......................................................... (full name) 

 

Accept the nomination and hereby declare that: 
 

•I have not been declared bankrupt and do not 

receive a benefit of a law for the relief of insolvent 

debtors. 

•I have not been convicted of any offence of 

dishonesty, or of a sexual nature involving a minor, 

or of violence against a person.  

•I understand that should I be declared bankrupt, 

receive a benefit of law for the relief of insolvent 

debtors or be convicted of any of the offences 

listed my membership of Playford Primary School 

Governing Council will cease. 

 

Signed: ......................................................................  

Date:......................................  

Contact phone number: ............................................  
 

PLAYFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

GOVERNING COUNCIL 
SUB COMMITTEES 

 

I would like to join the following sub committee. 

Canteen / Finance / Fundraising / Campus OSHC 

 
Name:  ................................................(full name) 

 

Signature: ..................................................................  

Date: ......................................  

Contact phone number: ............................................  
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Scholastic Book Club issues are released twice a term. 

The catalogues contain a different selection of books offered 

for all ages. You’ll find award-winning books and 

bestsellers, as well as old and new favourites, some books 

cost as little as $3. 

Catalogues will not be sent home but will be available to 

view online, go to: 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-

parents/ 

 

Ordering will be online via the Book Club LOOP platform for parents. Your child’s order 

is submitted directly to school safe and sound and the books will be delivered to class. 

You can place your child’s order at scholastic.com.au/LOOP or using the LOOP app, 

which can be downloaded from the App Store or Google Play. Please do not feel obliged 

to order. 

 

The cutoff date for our first order this year is: 

Term 1: Issue 1: Thursday 12th February 2026 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/
https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
 


